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Students from Smithtown High School are participating in the
FIRST National Robotics Competition, a design competition that
brings professionals and students together to solve an
engineering design problem in an intense and competitive way.
The competition is part of a program called FIRST (For
Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology). The
competition's aim is to show students not only that technological
fields hold many opportunities for success and are accessible and
rewarding, but also that the basic concepts of science, math,
engineering, and invention are exciting and interesting.

To enter the national competition, the Robotics Club had to
raise $15,000. The team raised approximately $6,000 at an
early November dinner that featured Dave Lavery, NASA's
Program Executive for Solar and Planetary Exploration.
Assorted pledges from members of the community were .
received and the final $2,600 was donated by Charles A.
Baldassano, President of Baldassano Architectural Group.

FIRST Robotics team President Rich Muscolino explained the
nationwide program. "It is a six-week challenge. Each team is
given a box of parts and you have to make something from the
parts that really works. Every team in the nation is given the
same parts and the same objective for their creation. It is
something like building a remote control and a device, which is
controlled by the remote that goes around and picks up objects."

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Charles Planz is pleased with the
response the club has received. "When I proposed the idea to Ed
Ehmann (Principal of the high school) and Elaine Champey
(Science and Technology Research Coordinator) last year, I
figured we would have four or five students respond, but we had
almost sixty responses," said Dr. Planz. "Programs like this help

Charles A. Baldassano, President of Baldassano Architectural Group,
presents a checkfor $2,600 to Christine LoFrese, Chuck Dennis, Rich
Muscolino, Ahmed Elazhol1y, and Philip Weist.

empower our students, make them more self-confidentand give
them an edge in life. These are the things that make a difference."

Mr. Ehmann likes the atmosphere this program creates. "This
is another outstanding addition to a truly college-like
atmosphere at Smithtown High School for the students who
choose to work at that level," said Mr. Ehmann. "It is an
outgrowth of our research program. The high level of interest in
the program is really a credit to the teachers. We get a good
response because the staff works so well with the students."

The program is only offered at the high school at this time.
The hope is to bring it to all grade levels in the future.


