By PHYLLIS I.ADER

o While ﬂleirclassmatesrcmmed to schoolWedncs—'r:
- dayafter spring break; 17 members of the Smithtown -
.. High School Robotics Team headed to Atlanta with
- their“botmobile™ topartmipate inthe 2004 FIRST (For
- Inspiration and Recognition of Sciénce and Technol- -
ogy) Robotics national: cham 1onship atthe Georgia'.
Dome, April 15.t0-17.- - :

'Long Island studentswalked awaywith cwer $400 000

- nis said thatthis is one conte
‘many ways to become: a ‘winner.- Design ‘excel:
lence, competitive pldy, and Bpﬂrtsmanship aIl -':
~earn recognition.: :
 “The main thing in thls compel:'.tlon s gracious' :
professionalism: If there's another robot that's better-

~ The Smithtown teamwﬂlvie for awards aswcllas Hie
scholarships. At t.he 2003 nationa.l chanlpiunshtps\‘-."‘_

Smithtown Raboﬂcs Team coach Chuqk Den‘

-“INVENTIVE: The Smithtown
High School Robotics Team
_isbringing its “botmobile” to
“ the GeorgiaDome in Atlanta,
where it will compete:in the -
FIRST Robotics national
.championship April 15-17.

ifwe: knew. we:would*bebatﬂing them' in the:next
round,” said mr: Dennis. “We're there to help any

eam . The waythe cumpetlttonis structured; where

~than ours and it was damagcd in a previous- compe- L
- tition, we would give them the part they needed even "= . -

yowhave two teams going against twootherteams; - -
you might be: goi.ng agamsi. a ccrtain team inone.
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Robo.tlcs team éompetmg at nationals

(contlnued from Page 1A)
round but they might be with
you two rounds later.™
_Eachteam reccived akitof

_ parts on Janua.ty 10 and had
- six wecks from_that date to -
.‘designandbuﬂd arobotweigh-

ing no more than 130 pounds.

"The robots then competed in
. the year's designated game at
‘regional competitions. ‘At the "
- Long Island regional, held.
. March 18-20 at Suffolk Com-
- munity College in Brentwood,

. Smithtown..shared second
'placehonorsvdthEastMeaduw ;
~_--and Pierson High School. That
L qualiﬁcd them for the 2005
 national: championship ‘their
* ‘entranceinto the 2004 nation- -
-~ als was based on last year's
- -performance. "Although they
“ didn't fare as well at a subse-

_ quent regional event at Drexel
UniversitymPhﬂadelphia. Mr.
‘Dennis said they learned from
i theexperience Alsoamongthe._'
+ qualifiers for .this year's na-
 tionals was the Hauppauge -

: High School Robotics Team,
: which took the Leadership In

Control. award and the
Johnson & Johnson ‘Sports-

This year Y ga.me is called

i “Firstl"‘renzy Raising The Bar."
It takes place on a playing field

with a mix of robot and human

players. Robots and humans
falikecaneampointsbythrow—"
ing balls into goals; and extra.
_points: are given to ‘the team -

who ends up with its robot

~hanging from the pull-up bar

in the center of the field.
“This is the third year that

Smlthtown ‘has been part of
this competition and the ro- -
. bots have gotten better each

year,” said Mr. Dennis, aformer

_aerospace engineer who
- teaches robotics and ﬂjght at

the Smithtown High School

*_ Freshman Campus. “This year
we have an arm and it works
great. It has control over the

bajl " e | ;
ln each match _one indi-

‘vidual on a team drives the
‘~robot, one controls the func-

tion, such as lifting the ball,

‘one throws the ball (the human
‘player) and one pérson coaches,
‘watchingthe scores. “Thecoach
~serves as the eyes on the field,
. informing the driver and
- shooter of what's going on in
- the filed. The points change
- manship Award. at the Long
~ Island regionals

rapidly. said Mr. Dennis. .
The game involves multiple

str_atcgies and twists, headded,

such as wanting the other team
to score as close to your num-
ber of points as possible, allow-

ing you to capture their points. -
Rather than having a blowout
victory, “you want to win, but
you want to win by a close"- -

~margin,” he explained. - o
. Mr. Dennis. who is ajdcd bl K

by assistant coach Mike

“Colletta, said there are 45 stu- |
‘dents, grades 9-12, whoarein |
the Smithtown Robotics Club.

In addition to learning about

.design ‘and engineering, the °
. studentslearn valuablelessons

about teamwork, graciousness.
and courtesy, he said.”
“No matter how we place

the main thing in any competi- -
tion is that we leave having had

a good time,” he said.

~ Mr. Dennis credited- his o |
‘team’s sponsors for providing
~ valuable support. The spon-
_sors include A & E Auto Filters,
Anorad Corporation, Cubitek,

Inc., _Fest_o_Co;_'poration_ JFM
Technologies, Inc., National

- ScienceIndustries, Reuters, the
_ Smithtown School District, -

Fortunoff, Keyspan Energy,
- Precision

1 Stone. . Inc:
Smithtown Rotary Club,
BAE Systems and Metal
Connections.




