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Robotics Club Boosted By NASA Official's Visit To'.SmithtownR.S.
By David Ambro

.There is something a UttIe spacey
going on at Smith town High sch~~l;

Out.er-spacey, that is. , .
With a dinner fund-rai.ser Novem~

ber I, the High School launched its
. FIRST(For Inspiratlon and. Recognition
.' of Science and Technology) ,Robotics

Club. The keynote speaker fQrthe event
-was David Lavery, NASAPro.gram Ex-
ecutive for Solar System Exploration, '

who briefed the dinner audience about
upcoming missions to Mars and also
provided students withan,1rispitational .
message. .

Wearing 'blue jeans and'a NASA
Mars-mission denim ~1i1rt."Mr.tavety' .

arrtved early and mingled with a ctowd
of students and corporate sponsors. He'
then used his keynote !lddress to mingle .

a messag~for taxpayers~-support 'of the;
space 'program with student support
for science thi'ough robotics:

Using slides and props, Mr. Lavery'
delivered his' plessage' by telUng' the, ;,
stories ,pf Massachusetts Institute of
Technology(M~T) T,J'niversityintem Coliri.
Engle and. high. school junior Orlanda:'. ".,,,,,, " .'c.., ",-" , .'. ". ',' "

, Antongiorgi;ofEast Tec]:lHigh School' TE~;~E~~I~lITi..fNASAEx~cutive:fotSolar..
~ Cleveland. '. . .' .,: . .";'. a,~tFPlanetary,Exploi"ati()n David Lavery'hold$ up

Accot;'dthgto Mi-.Lavery.'agtoupAfo !o~thitright~a prototype of the Mats tove.r,So~
the'woi"ld's le~dfug sCte(it!stS were"iP,:{ jouffi~r,dev~i9P*dbya c6ileg~Jntemr-and IJl~rch!.s'7
,t.heprocess ofdevelq1Jing a $5,.b1lli9t)~rpff'the"steps;\qfthlrMi1rs rovet;Robbie du'ring his' _,

d~c~wbtchwould be~,d~ployed~o~~~!',;~key'QP,teipdr$,~'"t6Jauft,41itlieFIfst Roboticsqlub;--,where it would roveUi.e~urface and,lri" ~s""' t
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pushed'and eventually vias accepted,to ?lork With the " .rTli~Xes~lt'pf'.Mt.:En~lt~'sworkr acccirdingto Mh ; regl1lating:thepowet'f'tn"'i:sy:ste~tomeasure sunlight
team as a college intern.' By Jhe end of the summer,. ."Layery; ':,\Va~the"$;oj'6urnerplaii~fury rover, which striking the surface of Mars. That system is presently
using a few hundreQ 'dollar~"1n.parts,h,~ ~ougQ.~'at.,:;'l~,ded0It,Mai!;;;~¥ly>~, 19~7.as part of~e Path~der . in use,in'aNASAcraftpresentlyorbtt:ihgthenei~bor-
:RadioShack,Mr.Engledesigrieda prototyperoverfar.@,ssiQIi" bs h~ told.,thestory. Mr. HtveryPulled the ~g planet.' " , . ...
n1pre capable tl:1enthe oJ1eJ,)eing'cco!1cc:i!V~d.,~Y.:J:b,e .~pgl~£pf6totyp~l).a.med tobth-=Out of a bagahd "Absolutely, positively, yes, one,person can make
fnternati,onal t.eain 'of sd~i\trs't~:.: tb,~sr~; La,yt!ry'S!::,he1(i'~i~~pd-te~aii:l\,4.1ereal Sojourner that landed on a big.difference," said Mr., Lavery, who encouraged

: ~essageto'st.u~ents. ,,'i!\. :, '''',J '~."<~';~i~"~';, , Mi¥iI:J:!as,a,plate,o~~~e bottom engrl1,VedWftp ~e' ,~~t1(f~ptstp "go forth ,~d think theycanc:nange the
, ~~"'~RatheI' tllaIi $5,bi1l.q~.,tl1e,~Engle)pt9totype"c6s~i,~~~of~ Jtsmye~~orVColih 'Engle, w~o is"now a world." He al!;o urgedem,.ployers to'Ylew the FIRST

, only:$250 mUlion to 'build:"':::thtisMr. ~verY'~ 'mes{ . wealiliy)usfuessman sell~g iesearchrobOts.':' .. , Rdbotics Club 'program' asa ttainJilg' gr,6und for
sageto.J~aye~s.~~., La\\erys~d a HblIy\y;oo~1f1op~,,',:;, ~~~_Anto..ng!i;ir.gI story-hits evencloserto'li&me, ' future e.ri1ployees~ ". . ' .' "

" .~otlon:p~chlte,co~ts inore 'to pt04uce ,tlJ~~tJle~ng!~ '~~g';Ns"'p~~ipa4bn, With,ahIgh"s~hool. FI~ST" "_" 'Mr. "Lavery's message seems -to have been 'heard
ir9ver,:tost"to'buil<L' "., ',. Ropo~c~e~nl~7'Mi. 'xnfof1'gi~fgr;qe"v'elopt!tl Gitcuitry" :, :~,,(CQAttnJieQfr()m, 'a e':15.' , . ~~

.cl~~*S:&"Exe~ive:HelpsLaunch Club
,(Continued fro,mpage ~) ',.. .' wa~,pret!:YIh~eracMve and I loved the

and theSmithto~ IiJRsTR()bqticsCl~b' parlwhere, ii~ told us'about .thefutu.fe
is ready for ~e.:off; " '../ :"';,plahs. for'eXploration of the solar sys-

"It is thc:(flt§ittlme I win t)e"ab1.eto tern. It actually motivated me more,"
workhand-h.t~ha.n~withrobotits,"said' 'sa1djunfor Ahmed EIAzhary, Robotics
senforViraj Meh6i;the c1ub'swebJmister. Club Vice'President.

'Viraj said h~jobied1he club fortbe tbpnof' . Ahmed said he joined the club to
worldngW:it6rob()tlcsandtOsh~hisadd another dimension'to hiseduca-
ability ~. a 'WebIfiliSter,'wh!4r'~~'yem..ti(h ."I have a. great interest in engi-

, eai:n¥h1m~~~~~!Up ~t~~i:~:~"~e~A*~,~9.~~9~~,Wess. r~ inyolvedih
Natioi1alU1@ra~. " ~}~~,,"~,.,,,,/ '::.~..,-theQtisines~'~hjb but I reatIy love engi-. . ,",; "';", . ;,.1.: -. ,.).t~'... : " ".;_,'," . \ . .'"

After liste~g to the speech!.,ViI'aj.:,'jheering," he ~aid. '
said he foundMt;: Lavej:yto 1Je'inspfta-":,;, Last year, ,Ahmed entered an engi-
tionaI. ."It was'~qu~::;tii,,~e,p~g thc;.~"neering contest 'which he said he thor~
mfss.()nsqf!M¥,s ~9~P~~t1~!0',,"rh~t. c;mghly,enjoyed. He. said engineering
haveheatd...\IWislf'h#dP'a'~~~~~eratil:pas be~n a hobby. of his an~ said,the'
the high school,~ViraJsaidf;j '.' ...'; '. '."robotlcs club will now allow him to do

, "I thihkttj~a5gf~t.::[Mr,i<'i4vetyj"moreWith iuS.skills in a.fraxnework he
.,~. '~-;, ,:.;_,,::~::;>~i~''. :::.\'. ~;~:.t~:,;: ~ .,._J._1t...~

anticipaJes will be fun. ' , .,
- , "FIksT Robotics is multifaceted.
There is business, public re1ation,s,web .

desi~, engiheering, manufacturtng...
It is divided into committees and there
are' group leaders and crew leaders. '

There is a lot to it." Ahmed said.
To conclude. the ,progrart1;

Smith town School DIstrict Superinten-
dent Dr. Chailes Plai1zechoed the mes-'
sage 6f Mr. tavery. :Dr. Plant said he
1,1rgedcreatiofi of the robotics club and '

.expected about five or six students to
get'involved. However, thetewas ~.'far
more enthusiastic response to. Mr.
Lavery's presentation ancl there are now '.

60 stu~erits working in the program'; ,

. "Apx:ogramU~ethis Will'allow stu~
>;'~ "" .:t.

0''':: . ~_

dents to apply their knowledge into
something we can use-something so-
ciety can use;" Dr. Planz said. "I think
students today 'need a better under-
standihg of how things work. It will
empower them."

"I do thihk it Is imI;l0rtant in the
society today, especially in light of the
events of September II, to have a
broader focus !>nsCience and technol-
ogy," said Richard,Lippe of the law firm
Meltter, Lippe, Goldstem and SchlisseI.
the primary sponsor of Smithtown's'

, FIRST Robotics Club. ".Ariythingwecan
do to encourage growth and tnterest in
science and technology is critfcalin this
crossroads in the evolution ofthewox:ld's

'sod~ty~~ '" .
":,.,,,.


